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College foresees $1.4 million hit in FYll 

TRCC lays off 45, cuts child care 
By TIM KRAKOWIAK 

Staff Writer 

of students while state reve
nue is down and costs are ris
ing, higher education officials 
testified. 

imately 30 full-time and 15 
part-time employees Tues
day, giving them 30 days' no
tice that their contract would Forty-five layoffs were 

announced at Three Rivers 
Community ColJege, includ
ing the elimination of child 
care services, in order to 
serve an increasing number 

After receiving the Three not be renewed in fiscal year 
Rivers Board of Trustees' 2011. 
consent during executive ses- "While these are difficult 
sion last week, administrators decisions for the administra
met face to face with approx- tion to make, we all have to 

VanBuren's 
top graduates 

VAN BUREN, Mo. - Van Buren 
High School held graduation ceremo
nies Friday, May 14. 

The following students earned the 
Van Buren Class of 2010's highest 
honors. 
VALEDICTORIAN: 

Katlyn Smith 
PARENTS: Jennifer and Kelly 

Smith of Van Buren 
FUTURE PLANS: To attend 

Three Rivers Community College and 
major in pre-pharmacy, with plans to 
become a pharmacist. "I'm interested 
in math and science." 

REASON FOR SUCCESS: "Just 
what my parents have taught me, to 
work hard." 

IMPORTANT PEOPLE: "My 

See TOP/2A 

Katlyn 
Smith 

Logan 
Smith 

consider what is ultimately in 
the best interest of the institu
tion," said Dr. Devin Stephen
son, Three Rivers president. 
"Our focus must be on keep
ing the college strong so that 
we can successfully face the 

See TRCC/2A 

'' With the· experience of our leader
ship team, we believe that this 'right 
sizing' will play well into the growth 
and expansion of the college.'' 
- DR. STEPHENSON

Mo. docs: Don't 
eat raw crayfish 

Ralph Freer works on a sculpture, which will be unveiled at his gallery opening Saturday. His workshop 
is housed in a century farmhouse that was once home to his great-uncle. 

By JIM SALTER 
Associated Press Writer 

ST. LOUIS (AP) 
- When Adam Brew
er tagged along with a 
friend's family for a float 
trip down the Jack's Fork 
River in southern Missouri 
last June, he also decided 
to join in one of their fam
ily traditions - eating raw 
crawfish. 

Big mistake. 
"Uncles and older cous

ins on the float trip had 
been doing it for years , to 
make the little kids laugh," 
said Brewer, a 19-year-old 
college student from Flo-

rissant. "So I just kind of 
joined in." 

It wasn't until September 
that Brewer got sick. First 
he thought he had the flu. 
Then his lungs filled with 
fluid. Over the next several 
months, doctors checked 
him for pneumonia, blood 
diseases and cancer. 

Finally, in March, phy
sicians from Washington 
University came up with 
the diagnosis: A rare but 
severe parasitic infection 
caused by the raw craw
fish Brewer had eaten nine 
months earlier. 

See RAW/2A 

Dr. Kathleen Prejean, 

TRCC biology instructor, 

was recently given the 

newly created 'Leading 

by Example' award from 

the admissions office 

for her pivotal role as 

a faculty member. 
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116-yr.-old Collins Store
building turned into art gallery 

Ralph Freer 
is surround

ed by his art 
in the 1894 
farmhouse, 

which was 
once Collins 

Store, on 
Highway W. 
It will open 

Saturday as 
the Flying F 

Gallery. 

By DONNA FARLEY 
Staff Writer 

More than 30 years after 
the one-time community cen
ter Collins Store closed, the 
great-grandson of its founder 
has found new purpose for the 
site. 

Ralph Wayne Freer will 
open his art gallery, the Fly
ing F, to the public for the first 
time Saturday. The sculptor 
held his first art show in 1978, 

See GALLERY /2A 

TRCC honors Prejean for 

Leading by example 

FRIDAY: 

PARTLY 
CLOUDY 

HIGH 85 

SEE PAGE 6A 

By TIM KRAKOWIAK 
Staff Writer 

A
n award was ere•
ated in recognition 
of a model teacher 

at Three Rivers Community 
College who has been labeled a 
''mini-celebrity" among young 
students because of her passion 
for science. 

Biology instructor Dr. Kath-

Hugh Flippin - Chesterfield, Mo. 
Cecil Taylor - Warrenton, Mo. 
Ethel Harris - Poplar Bluff, Mo. 
Wayne Hughes - Clarkton, Mo. 
Alberta Robertson 

- Fredericktown, Mo.
Kevin Edinger - Clarkton, Mo. 
Earl Hamm - Festus, Mo. 
Marie St. Clair - Dexter, Mo. 

Jeen Prejean was presented the 
first annual "Leading by Exam
ple'' emblematic compass duru1g 
the Three River$ board meeting 
last week for aiding in the reten
tion and recruitment of area stu
dents by bringing them on cam
pus, 

''Dr. Prejean is a shining 
example of what a community 

See PREJEAN/2A 

Any questions regarding 
your paper delivery? 

Call Circulation Dept. toll free at 

1.888.276.2242 
or email us at 

circulation@darnews.com 
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PREJEAN 
FROM PAGE 1A 

college faculty member 

should be," said Marcia
Fields, Three Rivers direc
tor of admissions and re
cruitment. "She is a kind,
caring instructor who takes 

time out of her busy sched
ule to ensure that the dream
of education doesn't die in
any student." 

During a recent 'shadow
day' held for eighth grad
ers, a Three Rivers tradition
over the past four years,
Prejean volunteered to al
low groups of students to 

sit in on her lab class. She 

taught the boys and girls 

how much bacteria can live
on their skin as well as in
"hot spots" around campus,
such as water fountains.

When Three Rivers pres
ident Dr. Devin Stephenson,
and Chris Adams, admis
sions coordinator, toured the 

high schools in the commu
nity college's service area
spring semester, a mother 

of a Naylor, Mo. junior high
student commented how her
son bragged about receiving
test results in a follow-up e
mail from Prejean herself.

"They just love those 

little, rainbow jelly plates 

and learning that there's 

a universe of organisms 

that exists underneath their
fingernails, as they gain a
new understanding of their
world from a microbiologi
cal perspective," Prejean 

explained. "We're sparking
their imagination and prov
ing that science is fun and
exciting and applies to our
everyday lives."

Prejean 's outreach ef
forts have also penetrated the 

Improve to 34 
!n Wayne County
1s under way

PIEDMONT - Work to 

improve Highway 34 from
Piedmont to Silva in Wayne 

County is well under way,
according to the Missouri
Department of Transporta
tion.

"So far, the major ex
cavation work has been
completed," said MoDOT
Resident Engineer Steve 

Bubanovich." Also, most
of the culvert extensions 

and replacements have been 

completed."
Work to replace one of

the remaining culverts is 

scheduled to begin next
week. The bridge, located
near County Road 331, will
close on Wednesday, June 

2, weather permitting. Dur
ing improvements, Route 34
traffic west of Patterson will
be shifted to a temporary
bypass.

ln conjunction with Mo
DOT's bridge construction,
the Wayne County High
way Department will close 

County Road 33 l to con
struct a new box culvert.

"MoOOT and the county
worked to coordinate the 

projects as a cost-saving
measure," said Bubanovich.

classroom through a series of
workshops she continues to 

host for hundreds of area ed
ucators through a partnership
with the National Aeronautics
tmd Space Administration.

The latest visit featured
11 'touring the solar system'
theme, through which aero
Npace education specialist
,lohn Weis brought a mete
firite radioactively dated in
part to be as old as the Earth,

hile the other half is said
to be about twice the age of
the sun, indicating that the 

rock came from a previous 
Star system. 

Weis, who works out of
the NASA Marshall Space 

Flight Center in Alabama,
said in an e-mail Wednes
day that he is honored to be 

involved in the movement
Prejean has initiated.

"I have been truly im
pressed with Dr. Prejean 's 

dedication to improving the 

level of interest in science 

education in Southeast Mis
souri," Weis wrote. "I have 

full confidence that, through
her leadership, her vision of
turning Poplar Bluff into a
'science mecca' will be real
ized in the near future."

Having completed her 

dissertation through the 

University of Arkansas at
Fayetteville - on prov
ing that life could exist on
Mars with NASA funding
- Prejean said she wants to 

bring the annual science fair 

that takes place southwest of
here to our area.

For her progressive 

thin.king in accordance 

with their strategic plan
ning, Three Rivers admin
istration approved funding
for an $8,000 laminar flow
hood that was installed in 

The bridge projects are 

expected to be completed in 

July, weather permitting.
"With culvert work wrap

ping up and the progress that
has been made on shoulder
ing, widening and drainage 

work, major paving opera
tions will begin this sum
mer," said Bubanovich.

Once major paving op
erations on Route 34 are 

underway, motorists can ex
pect various shifts in traffic
and up to 15 minute delays 

at times.
For more information on

the Route 34 project, con
tact Bubanovich at (573)
840-9781 or MoDOT's 

Customer Service Center at
(573) 472-5333. For more 

information on the county
bridge work, please contact
the Wayne County Commis
sion at (573) 224-30 I 0.

Butler County 
Sheriffs Department 
Confidential Crime 

& Narcotics 
Information 

HOT LINE 

573-686-7876

Crisis Line 
1-800-356-5395

Prejean 's classroom this
week so students can work
with microorganisms. The
project was made possible 

through a $500,000 equip
ment grant that Three Rivers
received several months ago 

from House Bill 22, fonner
ly known as the "Caring for 

Missourians" initiative.
"We have a strong com

mitment to science, technol
ogy, engineering and math
here at Three Rivers Com
munity College because 

if we're going to be com
petitive globally, we have 

to continue the good work
our staff does in promoting
these areas," Stephenson
said. "We will continue to 

provide faculty the tools 

they need to maintain a con
temporary platform in im
proving the quality of life in 

Southeast Missouri."
Prejean has a grant of her

own in the works through
the National Science Foun
dation to hopefully expand
DNA technology that is
available within the local
school systems.

Hailing from Tuscon,
Ariz., she attributed her suc
cess to her supportive hus
band, Steve Prejean, who 

manages their farm north
of town, while she herself
works overtime, she said
half-jokingly. Kathleen
Prejean has taught as an 

adjunct instructor at Three 

Rivers since 2003, being
promoted to full time status 

two years ago.
"I'm learning from giants 

and leaning on giants in the 

science and math wing," she 

said. "I really like working
here, not just as an educator,
but as a creative member of
a team - team TRCC."

STOD. SHERIFF 
BLOOMFIELD, Mo. -

Jessica Marie Hendry, 24, of
Advance, Mo., was arrested
on a warrant for attempted
second-degree assault. She 

was booked at the Stoddard
County Jail.

BLOOMFIELD, Mo.
- Clinton Dale Lawrence,
32, of Dudley, Mo., was
arrested on a warrant for 

manufacture of a controlled
substance and possession of
a controlled substance. He 

was booked at the Stoddard
County Jail.

BLOOMFIELD, Mo. 
- Quincy Borden Mur
phy, 48, of Bernie, Mo.,
was arrested on a warrant of
manufacture of a controlled
substance and possession of
a controlled substance. He
was booked at the Stoddard
County Jail.

DEXTER POLICE 
DEXTER, Mo. - Paula

Faye Still, 47, of Dexter 

was arrested at 5:40 p.m.
Wednesday on a Stoddard
County warrant for stalking.
She was booked at the Dex
ter City Jail.

GALLERY 
FROM PAGE 1A 

the same year CoUins Store 

was shuttered.
Freer has renovated the 

116-year-old former home 

and business to house the 

modern art he creates next
door in another century
old family farmhouse. Both
are on a University of Mis
souri designated Centennial
Farm. 

"It really was a labor of
love," Freer said, during a
tour of the white and blue 

house on a curve of High
way W about 9 miles north
of Poplar Bluff. "I've al
ways thought of this place 

as a diamond in the rough.
This really is a culmination
of a dream, having a place 

of my own."
From the new roof to

the repaired floor joists and
patches for every wall in
between, Freer has brought
life back to a crumbling and
nearly abandoned building.

The home was built
around 1894, almost 20
years after Freer's great
grandparents, William and
Louisa Collins, moved to 

Butler County from Tennes
see.

The couple created a
legacy of providing for the 

needs of their neighbors.
Collins farm has held ev
erything from blacksmith
and watch repair shops, to 

POLICE 
Daniel Edward Seehaver,

44, of the I 000 block of
Butler was arrested at 5 p.m.
Wednesday on Highway 53
on a Butler County failure to 

appear warrant for no valid
license. He was booked and
placed in a city holding cell.

Sonia L. Bailey, 31, of
Wappapello, Mo., was arrest
ed at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday
at the Walmart Supercenter
on suspicion of stealing. She 

was booked at the Butler
County jail. 

Rhonda Madonna Frank
lin, 23, of the 400 block of
Lester was arrested at 6:03
p.m. Wednesday on Lester
near Fifth Street on a Butler
County failure to appear war
rant for driving while intoxi
cated. She was booked at the 

Butler County jail.

Justin Len Parks, 23, of
the 100 block of Magazine
was arrested at 7: 14 p.m.
Wednesday at the intersection 

of Davis and Alice streets on 

TOP 
FROM PAGE 1A 

parents and my teachers.
My parents have been my
support and motivators. My
teachers helped me get to 

where I'm at."
S C H O L A R S H I P S: 

Trustees Scholarship and
AAA Scholarship, both
from TRCC

SENIOR YEAR AC

TIVITIES: Senior Beta
Club, Future Business Lead
ers of America and co-year
book editor
SALUTATORIAN 

a main location for mail de
livery and the general store 

that made it famous.
The location of Col

lins Store was identified on 

Missouri maps by 1930,
Freer said, and can still be 

found on more detailed state 

maps. 
Freer's gallery was a

home for his grandparents
until 1925. The building was 

then turned to face the road
and became a general store 

and gas station.
"My mom, (Letha), was 

born in this building and so 

were all of Lee and May's 

children," said Freer. "I've
always thought it had a nice 

presence, here along the 

road." 
Freer and his wife, Gaelle,

began purchasing land that
comprised the original 300-
acre farm in 1991 with plans 

to retire in Poplar Bluff.
Freer left the Florida school
system in 200 l and, with the 

move north, began to focus 
on his art.

He works mostly with
wood and says he finds it
gratifying to create some
thing artistically new. 

"When I see things, I
mentally rearrange them in 

my head, like abstract doo
dling," Freer said.

Freer's work was more 

realistic when he first tried
his hand decades ago at
carving the napping figure 

of a man from a bar ofl vory

a municipal failure to appear 
warrant for no seat belt and
improper state registration.
He was booked and released
on bond.

Deric Shane Silman, 31, of
Doniphan, Mo., was arrested
at 7:44 p.m. Wedne day at
the intersection of Pine and
Ninth Street on a Probation
and Parole warrant for being
an absconder from condi
tional release supervision on 

an original charge of resist
ing arrest. He was booked at
the Butler County jail.

Timothy L. Hartwick, 43,
of the I 000 block of Adam
was arrested at 3:31 a.m.
Thursday at his residence
on suspicion of third-degree
domestic assault. He was 

booked at the Butler County
jail. 

Tracy Dean Reese report
ed unknown person(s) forc
ibly entered Keith Atnip's 

residence in the 1400 block
of Vmcent between 5 and 7

and William Smith of Van 
Buren 

FUTURE PLANS: To 

attend Three Rivers Com
munity College and later 

Missouri State University
in Springfield, Mo., with a
major in physical therapy. "I
want to help people figure 

out a good �ay to go. One 

of my classmates was in a
bad wreck and that pushed
me in this direction."

REASON FOR SUC

CESS: "Working hard, stay
ing focused and really dedi
cating yourself to it."

IMPORTANT PEO-
Logan Smith
PARENTS: 

PLE: "My parents and my
Femiece entire famjly. I have a little 

soap. 
"(Abstract) is more liber-

ating. l find it more interest
ing wh�n I'm not restricted
by what you see, just what's 

in my �ead," said Freer,
whose sEulptures can found
throughuut the United States,
German and Canada.

The �ieces, cut from ma
hogany cherry and many
other � rieties of wood,
range frd!11 sweeping curves
that appear to take the form
of a persen to the sharp g�o
metrical ?ngles of work with
a more ii dustrial feel.

Freer's workshop is lo
cated ne .. r the gallery, at ,a
home built in 1910 for Lee s
brother. 

"People are unusually
identified by lheir paying
job," Freir said. "It too� a
while for me to stop saymg
I'm retireP· I'm not, I'm an
artist." 

Freer jlas a son, Alex-
ander of oplar Bluff, and
a daughtE!r, Blake Smoot
and husbafld, Scott, of Key
West, Fla. 

The 0pening will be-
gin at 6 p.m. Saturday. The 

Flying F allery is located
on HighwaY W, about one
eighth mjlo south of the K.K
Highway intersection. It

will be open by appointment
only after Saturday.

For more information,
call 573-778-0513. 

On the web: www.flyf
gaJlery.com

p.m. Wednesday and stole a
stereo.

Thomas W. Barnett of
the 300 block West Henry
reported his residence was
forcibly entered between 5
p.m. Monday and 1:45 a.m.
Tuesday and a PlayStation 3,
portable PlayStation and sev
eral video games stolen.

A detective with the de
partment's Cri.minal Investi
gation Bureau processed the
scene.

Adam E. Myers of the 

2700 block of Holly Trail
reported a watch was stolen
from his residence between 

11 :30 p.m. Monday and
12:30 a.m. Tuesday.

According to the report, a
purse, belonging to Amantha
S. Lawson of the 2100 block
of Township Line Road, also
was stolen. Her driver's and
nursing licenses; Social Se
curity and bank cards; cam
era; money and rings were
among the items in the purse
at the time of the theft.

girl, Ryonn (22 months) and
they really helped me with
her."

SCHOLARSHIPS: Op
portunity Scholarship from
TRCC, Carter County Ex
tension Council Scholar
ship, the Paul E. Christian
Memorial Scholarship and
Lewis Geiger Memorial
Scholarship

SENIOR YEAR AC

TIVITIES: Softball, Pep
Club, Senior Beta Club, at
tended Westwood Baptist
Church and Church of God
of Prophecy

EDITOR'S NOTE: The 

valedictorian and salutato

rian are not related. +
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