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Reception tonight
opens sculpture exhibif
By LINDSAY CUMMINGS
Staff Writer

The Margaret Harwell Art Museum will feature the work of
sculptor Ralph Freer during the month of December.
Patrons of the museum are invited to an open reception from 6 to
8 p.m. this evening to meet Freer and experience the ''Ody�sey in
Dimension and Form."
The show features Freer's wood sculpture which ranges from
life-like busts and faces to more abstract pieces drawing on cubist,
art deco and other modem art styles.
Freer, who was. born near Poplar Bluff, worked as a school coun
selor in Key West, Fla., before retiring back to Poplar Bluff.
Freer has labeled his style of carving as a kind of "thr�e dimen
sional impressionism." He uses local woods and many of the pieces
are made from cherry and walnut woods, which come from around
Poplar Bluff.
"Typically, I will take a piece of wood anywhere from two feet
to six feet long," said Freer. "I take a magic marker and explore with
it the shapes·that will fit into the particular piece of wood."
Freer uses oil paints, wax, and stain to give his sculpture an
added dimension. His work ranges from small pieces that will fit in
the palm of the hand to pieces that stand 6 feet talJ.
The majority of Freer's artwork will be for sale. Prices range
from '$200 to $2,000, but Freer is not interested in selling his art
work. Rather, he hopes people find the show to be entertaining and
inspiring.
"I hope people find them interesting .and appealing," said Freer.
•
"Just enjoy. Art's cool; it enhances your life."
Freer's work will be on display through Dec. 28 at the Margaret
Harwell Art Museum. The museum is open from noon to 4 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday and from 1 to 4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.
"I hope viewers will enjoy my work," said Freer. "It's nothing
profound. I just like playing with s)1apes and forms, exploring."
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